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Happening to look round, Prokhor noticed the tremulous
smile on Aksinia's crimson and frost-swollen lips, and askera
in an aggrieved tone :
" Well, what are you grinning for ? A fine bride you are 1
Are you glad to get away from home ? "
" D'you think I'm not ? " Aksinia asked in a ringing
voice.
" A fine thing to be glad about I  You're a fool, woman !
You don't know yet how this little trip will end, so don't be
Ttoo quick to smirk !  You save your teeth ! "               *
" The future won't be any worse than my past has been."
" You make me feel sick to look at you, . . ." Prokhor
furiously brought his whip down across the horses.
" You turn round, and stuff your fingers in your mouth ! "i
Aksinia advised him, with a laugh.
" Now you're showing again what a fool you are ! Have
I got to drive all the way to the sea with my finger in my
mouth ? A fine idea ! "
" What's making you feel sick ? "
" You should keep quiet! Got mixed up with someone
else's daddy and riding the devil knows where ! But
supposing Stepan was to turn up at the village now, what
then ? "
" D'you know what, Prokhor ? You shouldn't get mixed
up in our affairs/' Aksinia said, " or you may have a spell of
bad luck too ! "
"I'm not getting mixed up in your affairs ! You needu
snap back at me like that! I can say what I think, can't
I ? Or am I your coachman, and I'm only to talk to the
horses ? That's another fine idea ! You can be annoyi^
or not, as you like, Aksinia. But you ought to be whipped
with a good switch, whipped and ordered not to cry out!
But don't try to frighten me about luck ! I carry my luck
everywhere with me. I've got a special kind; it won't
sing, but it won't let me sleep. .. . Now, you devils ! Always
going at a walking pace, you lopeared Satans ? "
Gregor listened, smiling, and at last said in a patifyin*
tone:
" Don't start swearing at each other when we're harcKy
out of the village ! We've got a long road before us, you'll
have plenty of time for that. What are you plaguing her
for, Prokhor ?"                                   ,